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Anne P. Canby 


Anne P. Canby, 38, was named Acting 
Assistant Commissioner for Man- 
agement by Commissioner Louis J. 
Gambaccini. She assumed her duties on 
March 15. 

In her new position the new assistant 
commissioner will be responsible for the 
Department’s Transportation Program- 
ming and Monitoring, Employee and 
Support Services, Financial Man- 
agement, and Engineering and Opera- 
tions. 

Canby most recently served in Wash- 
ington, D.C. as Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary for Budget and Programs for 
USDOT. She managed a $24 billion 
budget, insuring its utilization for De- 
partment priorities, supervised urban 
policy and implementation and de- 
veloped legislation and regulations. 

She told DOT Division Directors at an 
introductory meeting in February that 
she is enthusiastic about the opportunity 


Bikes eyed for 


A survey conducted by the Depart- 
ment at five major rail stations indicates 
that the bicycle has considerable poten- 
tial as a means of travel for commuters 
from their homes to rail stations. 

A total of 46.6 percent of the 223 
commuters at Princeton Junction, Mor- 
ristown, Westfield, Red Bank and 
Metropark who responded to a ques- 
tionnaire said that they would consider 
traveling to the rail station via bicycle, 
according to William Feldman, NJDOT’s 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Advocate. 

The sites were selected because of 
their relatively high ridership, proximity 
to residential areas and overcrowded 
parking with limited opportunities to in- 
crease auto parking. 

According to the survey the improve- 
ment that would do the most to foster 
increased use of the bicycle is the in- 
stallation of secure bike parking facil- 
ities, such as bike lockers, at rail sta- 
tions. 

Feldman said that, if purchased in 
quantity, a two-bike locker unit costs 
approximately $500. A minimum of 10 
bicycles can be accommodated in the 
space needed for a Car. 

Feldman noted that 42.6 percent of the 
respondents said that they would be 
willing to pay a nominal fee to reserve a 
bike locker. 

“If more commuters used bicycles to 
get to the rail stations, it would save fuel, 
help alleviate congestion and reduce the 
demand for parking spaces,” he says. 

Reasons stated for not cycling were 
the availability of convenient, affordable 
alternatives and lack of secured bike 


commuting 


to work at the state level closer to the 
actual delivery of transportation ser- 
vices. 

The new assistant commissioner was a 
leading developer of the Surface Trans- 
portation Act of 1978 and recent transit 
and highway legislation. In addition to 
USDOT experience, Canby served on a 
Congressional staff. She is married and 
a graduate of Wheaton College. 


Other announcements 


Commissioner Gambaccini also an- 
nounced other organizational adjust- 
ments which have resulted from the De- 
partment’s restructuring which took 
place in November 1980. (See chart on 
page 2.) 

The Division of Project Development 
has moved from its former place in Plan- 
ning and Research (Transportation Ser- 
vices) to Engineering and Operations 
(Management). Robert Innocenzi is Di- 
rector and now reports to Jack 
Freidenrich, Director of Engineering and 
Operations. ‘ 

Also, the former Offices of Program 
Development and Highway Programs 
were merged into the newly established 
Office of Programming and Monitoring 
headed by Russell Mullen. Mullen also 
serves as Secretary of the Transporta- 
tion Planning Board. The new Office re- 
ports directly to the Assistant Com- 
missioner for Management. 

The Office of Public Affairs and Com- 
munity Involvement have been con- 
solidated under Director Catherine 
Arnone. James Crawford, currently Di- 
rector of Community Involvement, will 
join the Office of Planning and Research 
where he will manage special projects, 
reporting directly to Director Al Harf. 
Wayne Johnson has been asked to serve 
as Acting Director of Community In- 

(continued on page 3) 
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Dr. Arnold Kelly, a Princeton Junction 
resident who works for Exxon Research 
and Engineering in Linden, has been a 
bike commuter since 1974. He pedals 
two miles from his home to the train 
station, collapses his bicycle and tucks it 
under a train railing out of the way of the 
other passengers, unfolds it at his 
Linden stop and bikes two more miles to 
his office. 


parking at the station. Busy roads lead- 
ing to the station were frequently listed 
as a prime impediment at Princeton 
Junction and Metropark. 

Results of the survey have been for- 
warded to New Jersey Transit. Lockers 
will be installed under the NJ TRANSIT 
Station Rehabilitation Program based on 
need and availability of funding. Bike 
lockers have been installed at the 
Metuchen Railroad Station under a pro- 
gram funded by the Federal Highway 
Administration. 


HOVs move 3,000 daily 


Ridesharing is catching on among 
Garden State Parkway commuters. More 
than 3000 high occupancy vehicles 
(HOVs) are now using the “Easy Street” 
HOV lanes everyday. 

Nearly 13% of the people using the 
Parkway during peak hours are riding in 
HOVs and using the lane which is re- 
served for vehicles carrying three or 
more people during morning and eve- 
ning rush hours. This represents a sub- 
stantial increase in carpoolers since the 
new lanes opened last November. 

During the first weeks of operation in 
November and December, an average of 
560 HOVs used the lanes northbound 
every morning. Figures gathered in Feb- 
ruary show an average of 860 HOVs 


using the northbound lanes from 7 am to 
9 am. The increased usage is especially 
significant since traditionally car and 
vanpooling tends to decline during the 
cold winter months. 

The HOV lanes, located on the 12 
miles of state-owned Parkway between 
Exits 129 and 140, are reserved for HOVs 
from 7 to 9 am and 3 to 6 pm weekdays. 
The program is designed to provide a 
time-sharing incentive for ridesharing to 
save gasoline and maintain and expand 
the capacity of this busy stretch of the 
Parkway. If no effort is made to en- 
courage ridesharing, projections in- 
dicate that this section of the road will be 
over capacity by 1983-84, with mostly 
single occupant vehicles. 
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Looking a bit like Stonehenge are the footings for the new ramp at Exit 13A of the 
New Jersey Turnpike near Newark Airport now under construction. The venture is a 
cooperative one by NJDOT, the Turnpike Authority and the Port Authority of New 


York and New Jersey. 


Construction is underway 
on New Jersey's roads 


by Nina Kerzner 


The onset of spring weather saw $178 
million in construction, repair, rehabilita- 
tion and safety improvement projects 
start up statewide. 

Of the total, $112 million will come 
from federal funds, $28 million from the 
Department's state capital budget 
monies and $38 million from the 1979 
Transportation Bond Issue. 

For the second year in a row, $24 
million of the Bond Issue has been ap- 
propriated by the State Legislature for 
state aid to counties and municipalities 
for Early Action resurfacing, repair and 
rehabilitation projects which are in- 
eligible for federal funding. 

Drought conditions in the state have 
seriously curtailed the Department's 
landscaping efforts. Only two are 
planned. Headlight screen planting on 
Route 55 in Pittsgrove and Franklin 
Townships in Salem and Gloucester 
Counties from Scotland Run to north of 
Route 40 is expected to cost about 
$27,000. Trees will be planted along 
Route 33 in Neptune City and Neptune 
Township (Monmouth County) at an ap- 
proximated cost of $48,800. Both 
projects will be funded by 75% federal 
and 28% state monies. 

Major consruction projects include: 

¢ The $28 million completion of In- 
terstate Route 195 through Allaire State 
Park, Howell Township, Monmouth 
County, will enable motorists to drive 
from Arena Drive, Trenton, to Routes 34 
and 38 in Wall Township. 

¢ Route 18 “missing link” between 
Hamilton Street and the Raritan River 
Bridge in New Brunswick. The $27 mil- 
lion regrading, repaving and construc- 
tion project includes two lanes with a 
shoulder in each direction, bikeways, 
connecting ramps to local streets and a 


noise attenuating deck over Route 18 
behind Rutgers’ dormitories provide a 
park with recreation facilities. 

¢ Construction is scheduled to start 
this year on the segment of Route 23 
between Interstate Route 80 and New 
Street in Wayne Township, Passaic 
County, at a cost of $30 million. 


Bond money 

Projects scheduled for this construc- 
tion season which will be financed either 
partially or completely with 1979 Bond 
Issue funds include: 

¢ Route 17 will be resurfaced and 
shoulders reconstructed between the 
area north of Paramus Road, Ridge- 
wood, and south of Lake Street in Upper 
Saddle River, totalling $3.4 million. 

¢ Safety improvements to Routes 1 & 
9 in Kearney and Jersey City will include 
the installation of barrier curbing, impact 
attenuators and guide rails between the 
Passaic River Bridge and Route 440. The 
project will be completely funded with 
bond monies. 

¢ Two ramps on Route 1 in the down- 
town Trenton area will be constructed to 
permit direct access to the Justice Com- 
plex and improve access to the down- 
town area. The $2.1 million project will 
be funded completely with bond monies. 

¢ Route 9, a four-lane facility, in Mid- 
diesex County will be widened to three 
lanes in each direction. Drainage will be 
improved and barrier curbing installed. 
The project's limits are the Garden State 
Parkway and the vicinity of Perrine Road 
in Sayreville Borough and Old Bridge 
Township. 

¢ Route 38, Mount Holly, Lumberton 
Township in Burlington County, will be 
resurfaced between Madison Avenue 


(continued on page 3) 


The Wood Avenue railroad bridge project at Route 27 in Woodbridge is nearing 
the final phase. Begun in August 1979, the $9.1 million project will see the roadway 
widened from two to four lanes. An innovative method of constuction is being 
employed to minimize impact on the main line of the Northeast Rail Corridor which 
crosses above. A new support structure is being constructed along side of the 
existing bridge. When completed it will be rolled into place and the old masonry will 
then be removed. 
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John W. Mannifield 
45 years 


Mannifeld of 
Markings 


John W. Mannifield is assistant super- 
visor of Highway Markings. The 45-year- 
DOT veteran is responsible for ordering 
the paint and glass beads used to stripe 
highways around the state. 

Mannifield worked summers for the 
then “Highway Department” while atten- 
ding Trenton High School and began 
working full time upon graduation. “I got 
paid $22 per week. In those days, it was 
about eight dollars more than a factory 
worker made . good money,” he re- 
Calls 

Mannifield admits to three hobbies: 
fine food, horse racing and travel. He 
and his wife Mary, a senior tax examiner 
with Employment Security, spend a lot of 
their Saturdays at the race track. “We 
are careful with our bets,” he said. “We 
do all right.” 

The Mannifields like to travel and list 
Tahiti as their most memorable jaunt. 
“The people are very attractive... espe- 
cially the women,” he observed. 

Mannifield expects to work for “a few 
more years” and then plans to see more 
of the world. Australia and Japan are 
high on his list of places he would like to 
see. 


Russo, a Director 


Joseph A. Russo's career is a classic 
success Story. He joined the Department 
as an “office boy” in the Mail Room and 
rose through the ranks to become a 
director, first in Personnel and now in 
Accounting. 

“They paid me $40 a month to start,” 
he recalls. “My first check was for $19.20 
and my mother was angry when she 
learned they took out 20 cents for pen- 
sion.” 

Russo then transferred to the Right of 
Way division as a clerk in Titles until he 
heard “Uncle Sam’s” call. From August 
1942 until the war's end, he did per- 
sonnel work as a yeoman in the Navy's 
Mediterranean fleet. 

“We were ordered to Naples where my 
family comes from,” he said. “Imagine 
my surprise when the ship pulled into 
port and my relatives were waiting on the 
dock for the American cousin they had 
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never met. Somehow, despite the war, 
they got word when | was arriving.” 

Returning to the Department in 1945, 
Russo worked in the Fernwood ware- 
house and began studying at night at 
Rider College where he eventually ob- 
tained a degree in accounting after a 
brief return to the Navy during the Kore- 
an War. 

After passing the Civil Service test for 
accountants, Russo was transferred to 
Personnel as a payroll and budget clerk. 
He earned a master’s degree in Govern- 
ment Administration at Rutgers Univer- 
sity in 1961 and, after several promo- 
tions, became Director of Personnel in 
1974. 

Russo enjoyed personnel work and is 
proud of the fact that during the lay offs 
in 1975, his office succeeded in finding 
new jobs for all but 13 of the 130 people 
whose jobs were eliminated. 

In 1977, Russo became Director of 
Accounting, a job he finds equally 
challenging. His interest in accounting 
extends into his off-duty hours—he has 
been teaching the subject at Rider Col- 
lege since 1963. 

For the past 10 years, Russo has 
carpooled to work with George 
Masouras of Right of Way. “He drives a 


Joseph A. Russo 
40 years 


(ED. NOTE: The Transporter honors 
here four employees who will mark 
milestone 45 and 40 year anniversaries 
with the Department between January 
and June 1981. Following editions will 
spotlight celebrants of 35, 30 and 25 year 
anniversaries of service.) 


William Kauffman, Bureau of Utilities, 
Parsippany-Troy Hills, who will celebrate 
his 40th year with the Department during 
this same period, was camera shy. 


little economy car,” says Masouras. “It’s 
so bad on hills that you want to get out 
and push.” 

Russo and his wife Dorothy have three 
sons and live in suburban Trenton. While 
Russo has no immediate plans for retire- 
ment, he says that when he does, he 
would like to do more teaching. 

“I've got to keep active,” he says, “and 
teaching gives me a great feeling of 
Satisfaction.” 


Stilwell, a Linesman 


“You know what they say, if you have a 
good thing, why leave it?” says Harry 
Stilwell, a DOTer for the past 40 years. 

Stilwell, an assistant foreman in Lines 
& Signs, District Three (Maintenance), 
started working for the Department in 
1941 for what was then the Line division 
(Lines and Signs were two separate 
divisions). Back then, Lines worked out 
of the Fernwood garage and was re- 
sponsible for covering the entire state. 

“For the first 12 or 15 years | was here, 
| guess | walked every mile of state 
highways with exception of the In- 
terstates,” he said, reminiscing about the 
days when he walked down the roads to 
chalk the lines while the machine fol- 
lowed behind to paint the lines. 

“Back in those days the paint was 
mixed by hand and | used to push the 
machine to paint the curbs. But it’s all 
motorized now,” he added, with a 
chuckle. 

In 1965, the state was divided into 
maintenance districts. Stilwell was as- 
signed to District Three, working out of 
the Lawrenceville yard. He has been 
there ever since. Three years ago he 
became assistant foreman under super- 
visor, Marty Short. 

“| like my job because I’m never in the 


same place, so it never gets boring,” 
said Stilwell. He and his foreman, Ed 
Aaronson, have a crew of 13 men to 
cover the area from Rahway to Route 73 
and from Route 206 to Route 35. 

“One day I'm in northern New Jersey, 
the next day I'm in South Jersey,” he 
explained. “Today | could be working in 
the mountains, tomorrow | could be 
working near the beaches—it’s always 
something new and different.” 

Stilwell and his wife, Emma, have been 
married 40 years and live in Hamilton 
Township. They have three sons and 
four granddaughters. 


Harry Stilwell 
40 years 


March of Dimes 


DOTers donated $4,171.09 to the an- 
nual March of Dimes fund drive, $1,000 
more than raised last year. NJDOT 
placed second only to the Department 
of Defense in the amount of money 
raised by state employees, who gave a 
total of $22,490.83. 
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‘Buzzwords’ 


Since staff in the Division of Personnel 
uses a large, specialized vocabulary, 
many managers and employees believe 
they are at a disadvantage in preparing a 
CS-44 Position Classification Question- 
naire if they are not first advised which 
are the appropriate “buzzwords” to in- 
clude. 

Actually, the jargon we employ is 
merely useful as a shorthand way of 
conveying information that would be 
tiresome to repeat in detail. It is our 
language for talking to each other, and 
to Civil Service and the Treasury, about 
jobs; it does not alter the facts behind 
the words. 

Introducing this language in CS-44’s is 
more misleading than helpful to us, be- 
cause it provides answers, in a sense, 
before the questions have been for- 
mulated. It makes abstract and general 
what first should be concrete and partic- 
ular. 

We need to know what is unique about 
a position before we can see what it has 
in common with other classes of posi- 
tions. This is why a CS-44 copied from a 
specification or from another CS-44 is 
useless. This is also why we must usually 
supplement our study of a CS-44 with an 
audit. Language in a face-to-face dis- 
cussion tends to be more natural and 
specific. 

The instructions for completing a 
CS-44 (to be found on the last page) 
make plain what is sought. They counsel 
the preparer to “be as clear and ac- 
curate as possible,” to be “specific and 
illustrate statements with examples,” to 
use “your Own words,” and to give “an 
exact account of what you do.” Further 
help is provided on the same page in the 
“Examples Of Good And Poor Duties 
Statements.” 

Anyone who follows these directions 
and is familiar with the job to be de- 
scribed, should have no difficulty pro- 
ducing a CS-44 that is adequate to the 
purpose. 


Underway 
(continued from page 1) 


and Pine Street with drainage installed. 
The joint project will cost about $1.5 
million and will be funded completely 
with bond monies. 

¢ Abutments for a new bridge will be 
constructed on Route 88 over the Inland 
Waterway in Point Pleasant Borough, 
Ocean County. Scheduled for comple- 
tion in 1983, the new structure will re- 
place an existing lift bridge and is the 
first part of a three-stage project which 
will total about $15 million upon comple- 
tion. 

There are 17 bridge construction, four 
culvert and 66 overhead sign installation 
projects scheduled for this spring. One 
is the Route 17 bridge over Route 4 in 
Paramus which will be widened and 
safety improvements installed. The 
project involves widening the bridge to a 
full three lanes northbound, high-rise 
installation lighting to replace wood light- 
ing poles, and overhead signing on both 
Routes 4 and 17. This will reduce con- 
gestion and relieve conflicts between 
Route 17 northbound traffic and the 
ramp traffic from Route 4 eastbound. 


Federal, state funds only 

Projects ready for spring and summer 
starts which will receive federal or state 
funding include: 

¢ 10.2 miles on Interstates 287 and 95, 
where interchanges will be improved 
and guiderails installed at a cost of $1.5 
million. 

e A high-speed ramp _ interchange 
project will be continued under In- 
terstate Route 295 and the New Jersey 
Turnpike in Cherry Hill and Lawnside, 
Camden County. The $24 million project 
will relieve local traffic and create im- 
proved access to the new Woodcrest 
Station and parking lot. 


Local aid 

The Department has also scheduled 
local aid projects which are funded by 
federal and/or state monies without 
Bond Issue funds. 


Ranking racquetball men 


Six DOTers and two former employees show off their trophies they received as 
top ranking players in the DOT Racquetball League. Over 50 people participated in 
the matches held at the Hopewell Valley Racquetball Club. Standing, “Group A” 
winners: Carey Younger (Research and Demonstration), Don Johnson formerly with 
Auditing; “Group B’—Kurt Aufschneider (Travel Projections), Paul Matucheck 
(Project Development). Seated “Group C”: Peter Lai (Travel Projections), Ernest 
Hahn (Project Development): “Group D’—Talvin Davis (Travel Projections), and Joe 


Kisko, formerly with Auditing. 


DOTers on the Lawrenceville Leafs include Lee Hendricks, Rick Crum, Dave 
Rosenblatt, Howard Zahn and Bill Yingst, all from the Bureau of Environmental 
Analysis. 

(Photo by James B. Lewis) 


RECENT RETIREES 


John K. Washburn, Supervisor, Build- 
ing Repairs (Central Services) 35; John 
Stadnick, Assistant Foreman, Highway 
Maintenance (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 34; Robert 
Englehart, Foreman, Highway Marking 
(Construction/Maintenance) 30; Elmer 
E. Stormes, Electrical Mechanic | 
(T.0.L.A.) 26; Camille Persichilli, Senior 
Clerk Steno (Right of Way) 23; Alfred S. 
Santora, Highway Marker (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 20; Robert F. Imhof, 
Supply Support Technician | (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 18; John R. Phares, 
Senior Highway Inspector (Design) 17; 
Julian H. Wenzek, Senior Right of Way 
Negotiator (Right of Way) 14; Victor Dis- 
alvi, Maintenance Worker II (Construc- 
tion/Maintenance) 12; Edmund J. 
Dorsett, Bridge Operator | (T.O.L.A.) 7. 


John DeJong (Research and Demon- 
stration) presented a paper at the annual 
meeting of the Transportation Research 
Board dealing with gasoline prices in 
New Jersey. His work demonstrated the 
correlation of rising prices with declining 
demand. 


Canby named 


(continued from page 1) 
volvement, reporting to Ms. Arnone. The 
newly combined unit is assigned to 
Melvin R. Lehr, Acting Assistant Com- 
missioner, Transportation Services. 
The Office of Equal Opportunity has 
changed its name to the Office of Civil 
Rights. The change reflects the widening 
scope of the office and the name is 
consistent with similar offices in other 
state and federal agencies. 


Retiree Tom Frascella writes that he 
sees two other former DOTers around 
town, Maurice Guadagno and Jack 
Hudnot. They all live in Daytona Beach, 
Florida. 
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Pat Soeteber, senior planner En- 
vironmental Analysis), is coming be ;k to 
work this month after given birth o her 
first child, Ryan Catherine, 8 Ibs.. {1 0z., 
in February. 


*~ * * 


Clifton Smith’s (Staffing & Organiza- 
tional Analysis) 15-year-old daughter, 
Lisa, is a two-time winner. Her “Il Am 
Proud to be an American” essay placed 
first in a contest sponsored by McGuire 
Air Force Base where mother, Bernice, 
works. Entered in the larger Military Air 
Command contest (McGuire plus 14 oth- 
er bases), her composition came in sec- 
ond. Lisa netted two savings bonds, one 
plaque—and two proud parents. 


Obituaries 


Robert Evenson, 56, a truck driver on 
Crew 337, Parkway Yard (Bureau of 
Maintenance) died March 5 from a sus- 
pected heart attack while driving a snow 
plow on the southbound lane of the 
Garden State Parkway near the Union 
toll booth. The Woodbridge resident 
worked for the Department for more 
than 12 years. He is survived by his wife, 
Elynora. 


James J. Favieri, 38, district engi- 
neer, Local Aid-District 4, Malaga, died 
on February 11. He was employed by the 
Department for 17 years. A resident of 
Cherry Hill, he is survived by his wife, 
Rose, and three children. 


DOTers 
in sports 


Once again DOTers across the nation 
are being challenged to a Transportation 
Week run. 

In 1979, Oregon DOT accepted a 10 
kilometer (6.21 mile) competition from 
Georgia and won. Last year it succeeded 
in defending its title against strong times 
from New York, Colorado, Arizona, Mich- 
igan and North Carolina. NJDOT runners 
also entered, but they were adversely 
affected by rainy conditions. North Caro- 
lina was the participation winner, based 
on the largest percentage of total em- 
ployees who entered. 

This year, Oregon is changing the 
rules a little. It wants ten person times 
with a 7-3 male-female ratio. 

North Carolina has issued the partici- 
pation challenge. 

Last year’s NJDOT runners are getting 
together to map out their strategy. They 
need more participants, especially 
female, in order to enter this year’s race. 
DOTers who do not work in the Trenton 
area were hardly represented last year. 
NJDOTers who run should get in touch 
with this year's organizer in order to 
present the strongest times and increase 
the field. 

All permanent employees and retirees 
are eligible: times must be run May 1-25, 
1981. 

Runners should immediately contact 
Les Martin, (609) 984-2594; SCAN: 
8-324-2594. Jim Newcomb (609) 
292-3243; SCAN 8-322-3243. 


Hockey 


A brand new men’s hockey team com- 
peted in Central New Jersey this past 
season with several DOTers hitting the 
ice. 

According to Lee Hendricks (Environ- 
mental Analysis), who has played on a 
Stockton team, he and two friends 
aroused the interest of the rink tender at 
the Lawrenceville School. Besides 
himself, he came up with the names of 
other area skaters with an interest in 
organized competitive play. They formed 
the Lawrenceville Leafs Hockey Club, 
put up money for uniforms and rink 
rentals and issued challenges to other 
teams, including fellow DOTer Art 
Eisdorfer's Central Jersey Hockey Club 
and area high school squads. 

The Bureau of Environmental Analysis 
is heavily represented on the Leafs. 
Besides Hendricks, Bureau chief How- 
ard Zahn, Al Hamm, Rick Crum, Dave 
Rosenblatt and Bill Yingst wear the club 
jersey. 

“Half of us never played organized 
competitive hockey before. We needed 
time to come together as a team,” Hen- 
dricks said. This past season they played 
every Sunday night from December 7 to 
March 1. The Leafs plan to join an official 
league this coming season. 


Softball 


The DOT softball team, winners of the 
Ewing Township Industrial League 
playoffs last year, will begin pre-season 
practice in March. Managers of the team 
are Tom Wospil (Program Development) 
and Glenn Schon (Traffic Engineering). 

The club again will be a top contender 
for the league pennant. It finished sec- 
ond in the 13-team league during the 
regular season last year with a 19-5 
record and then won three straight in the 
playoffs. In 1979, it finished first during 
the regular season. 

The season begins on April 27. 


SPORTS FANS 
The Transporter welcomes 
sports items which are em- 
ployee-related. Deadline is 
the last week of the month. 
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A Mount St. Helens postcript 


From a DOT perpective 


(Edward F. Mullowney, Region | En- 
gineer, visited family in Washington 
for the Christmas holidays. While 
there, he made contact with col- 
leagues at Washington’s Department 
of Transportation with whom he 
made two trips to the Mount St. 
Helens area. Mullowney penned the 
following account for the Trans- 
porter. 


In December 1980, | had the Privilege 
of making two visits to Mount St. Helens 
and was able to see the unbelievable 
devastation caused by the May 17 erup- 
tion. | also was witness to the great 
efforts of the Department of Transporta- 
tion of the State of Washington in dig- 
ging out of the dust and mud that was 
visited on the state not only last May but 
several times since. 

Don Anderson, Washington DOT's 
Maintenance and Operations Engineer, 
was my host. He treated me to a private 
Slide show of the eruption and the sub- 
sequent cleanup, together with many 
stories of what happened in the first days 
following the eruption. The first day was 
foggy and overcast, so we went by car to 
visit the work along the Cowlitz and Tou- 
tle Rivers. This trip was limited since a 
flood on Christmas Day had wiped out 
portions of Route 504. Don himself had 
not yet seen the road leading to Spirit 
Lake or a bridge that was said to be 
destroyed. 

My second visit was by air in the com- 
pany of Don Ernst, Anderson’s assistant. 
This trip was roughly along the same 
route as the first but some 500 feet 
higher. An added attraction of the air trip 
was being able to jump beyond the point 
where we had turned back on the 
ground. In the plane, we could view the 
devastation from the original blast and 
take a turn around the still steaming 
crater. 


The eruption 

While the volcano and the destruction 
of the original blast were sights to be 
remembered, the most vivid impression | 
brought back was the response of a 
transportation department to a 
catastrophe never dreamed of in or- 
dinary highway planning. 

The explosion blew out the north side 
of the crater releasing a blast of hot air, 
steam, mud and rock. Moving at speeds 
of up to 200 miles an hour it devestated 
an area of about 150 square miles, 
knocking down great trees, flooding 
lakes, changing the terrain and killing 
almost everything in sight. 

The explosion allowed a great cloud of 
volcanic dust to escape and blow east- 
ward, covering most of the southern and 
eastern part of Washington by Sunday 
night. An unwary population, seeing the 
oncoming black cloud, braced for a se- 
vere thunderstorm. No one was pre- 
pared for what fell. The next two weeks 
were a continuous saga of work, ingenui- 
ty and more work until some normalcy 
was returned. 

The Department of Transportation re- 
sponded immediately with improvised 
techniques for an emergency that had 
never been foreseen. Trapped motorists 
were assembled in convoys and led 
through dust storms to places of safety. 
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Region | (Somerville) engineer Ed- 
ward F. Mullowney on a visit to Mount St. 
Helens, Washington. 


Essential services were given priority. 
Truck convoys carried food, medical 
supplies and other needed goods. 

Maintenance crews tried plowing 
and sweeping, but soon found they 
were adding to the problem. By Tues- 
day, their techniques were working 
and traffic began to move again, each 
car creating its own storm of dust. 
Maintenance crews vied with each oth- 
er in introducing means to cope with 
the new problems. Some solutions 
were novel and ingenious—for exam- 
ple, a hydraulic-operated ram was 
used to push the dust under guiderails 
and over the bank (fortunately there 
wasn’t too much rub rail in the affected 
areas). Others were traditional and 
pragmatic—for example, building a 
new cross drain alongside a clogged 
one which would take too long to clean 
out. 

Mechanics came through with speedy 
Rube Goldberg devices. In one instance, 
to supplement inadequate air filters, they 
created a snorkel-like invention that tow- 
ered above the engine as the state vehi- 
cle moved from cleaning job to cleaning 
job. Wherever the state vehicles trav- 
elled, the mechanics followed. A lunch 
break or a wait while the truck was being 
loaded was their opportunity to replace 
or clean air filters, clean out clutch plates 
and brake drums. Minor maintenance? It 
was sometimes performed twice in one 
day. 

One Sunday afternoon, the Washing- 
ton DOT Maintenance Division geared 
up for an operation not found in its 
maintenance manual. Within two 
weeks, the job was licked. Emergency 
measures were already on their way to 
becoming maintenance operations 
with job numbers, time studies and 
applications to work other than re- 
moval of volcanic dust. Out of chaos 
had come order. 


The Flood 

The flood that followed the eruption 
was two-fold. Hot gas and ash from the 
crater mixed with the snow and 
avalanche debris to form a mud wave 
that careened down the mountain, de- 
stroying Spirit Lake. It absorbed its water 
and headed toward the two valleys of the 
Toutle River destroying everything in its 
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path until it stopped more than 17 miles 
from the mountain. 

From this thick flow of mud came the 
second flood, a fluid flow of mud, trees, 
bridges, houses, animals, people. It 
flowed down the two branches of the 
Toutle River selective in its destruction. 
Unlike a water flood which would sweep 
everything in its path, this mud flow 
would detour around small rises and 
inexplicably spare one house out of 
many. 

Along the roads in the Toutle Valley, 
you could see one homeowner digging 
himself out of the mud’s destruction 
while his neighbor, on his riding tractor, 
is cutting grass on his untouched prop- 
erty. 

The local highways suffered. Bridges 
were swept away to become part of the 
down-flowing problem. Roads were 
washed away as the mud-filled river 
crazily changed its course. 

Where the road was not washed out, 
the pavement was covered with up to 
ten feet of mud which had to be cut out 
and removed. After a local road had its 
mud cover removed, and after a home- 
owner had shoveled out his driveway, 
the remaining mud banks on front 
lawns made it look as if there had been 
an extra-heavy snow storm. The only 
difference was that this snow wasn’t 
going to melt. 

Cleaning the highways and properties 
brought out for the first time the problem 
—what do we do with the mud? Low 
spots were soon filled and small rises 
began to appear. The Department of 
Transportation found itself with a new 
problem; the Toutle and Cowlitz Rivers, 
being mud-filled as well, even the 
slightest increase in flow created a local 
flood. At Christmas time, a two-day rain 
flooded many mountain streams, but 
residents at the foot of Mount St. Helens 
felt the impact of the eruption again. 
Areas were flooded, roads washed out, 
bridges again swept downstream. 


Quick response 
Quick work by the DOT, including the 
use of Bailey Bridges, and the roads in 
the more populated areas were re- 
opened. Up toward the mountain, there 
were no roads, no bridges, no traffic. 
The loggers and Corps of Engineers 


workers had their rought logging roads, 
the only way for them to escape if the 
Mount should start again. 

Today, the big project is the dredging 
of the Cowlitz River. This river channel, 
choked with mud, trees and eruption 
debris, is being restored through the 
efforts of the U.S. Corps of Engineers, 
using a dozen dredges brought to the 
site from all along the Pacific Coast. 

The unique feature of this job is the 
problem of disposing of material. The 
Cowlitz flows through a wide flood plain 
which had already suffered from the first 
flooding of mud following the eruption. 
Now the material from the Cowlitz is 
being removed and must be deposited 
locally, more often than not being placed 
on top of mud from the first flood. In 
some areas, the landscape is being 
changed forever because of the dredg- 
ing deposits. 

Highways are relocated on mud fills 
sometimes ten to sixteen feet high. The 
old road then disappears forever under 
more dredging deposits. The fair- 
grounds at Castle Rock were needed for 
deposit. The buildings were torn down, 
about ten feet of material dumped on the 
site. Now the fairground buildings were 
to be rebuilt at a higher level. 

The people along the Toulte and Cowl- 
itz Rivers will not have to look far to 
discover reminders of the floods that 
came their way in 1980. As long as they 
live, they will walk out of their homes to 
look at new landscapes, at fills where 
there once was low land, at hills hiding 
the view of the river from their porch— 
the downhill view that disappeared for- 
ever when Mount St. Helens blew its top. 


Hanlon's Navy 


John M. Hanlon, senior inspector 
(Plant Engineering and Operations) 
holds one of the 540 ships in his collec- 
tion of World War II models which he will 
exhibit in DOT’s Headquarters Cafeteria 
on Monday, April 27. 

He began building the models while 
on vacation in 1972 and has assembled 
all the major Japanese surface vessels 
as well as many American, British and 
German craft. Using his library of 150 
books on WW II, Hanlon has researched 
detail and color and has constructed his 
fleet to 1/700 scale. The models have 
been exhibited at Princeton University 
and the Navy Air Propulsion Center in 
Trenton. 
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